
What are flux towers? 
Also called Eddy Covariance towers, 
they measure the direct exchange of 
water, energy and carbon that occur 
between forest and the atmosphere. 
This technique is based on the 
principle that the wind moves through 
eddies, that are a media for the 
transportation of carbon dioxide 
molecules product of the ecosystem 
breath. When the air goes through the 
sensors, it is possible to know how 
much carbon enters or leaves the 
system, meaning, if the forest is a 
source or sink of carbon. 
 
The National Forestry Commission, 
through the Reinforcing REDD+ and 
South-South cooperation Project, 
collaborates with government 
organisms (local and internationals), 
research centers and non-
governmental institutions, in the 
establishment of an Intensive Carbon 
Monitoring Sites Network (ICMS) in 
strategic forest landscapes. The 
purpose of these sites is to provide 
precise estimations on carbon stocks 
and its dynamics, through the 
integration of methodological 
approaches that includes also flux 
towers, forest inventories, satellite 
images, LiDAR, carbon dynamic 
models, among others. 
 
Nowadays there are four intensive 
monitoring sites of carbon (ICMS) in 
Mexico, of which two have a flux 
tower: under management pine forest 
in Hidalgo, coordinated by the 
Postgraduate College; and Semi-
deciduous forest in Yucatan, 
coordinated by the Yucatan Scientific 
Research Center. 
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Work in MRV 

Tenders 
 
 
Consulting to develop document of 
lessons learned in the field of 
monitoring, reporting and 
verification of the national 
programme of payment for 
environmental services and other 
programs with the same goal of 
CONAFOR. (Limit for receipt of 
proposals: October 16, 2013) 
 
 
Check out the announcements on 

the website www.mrv.mx 
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Operated by the Postgraduates 
College (COLPOS), this intensive 
carbon monitoring site (ICMS) is 
located in the ejido Atopixco, in the 
State of Hidalgo. Its main features 

IMSC : Atopixco, Hidalgo 

Personnel of a Brigade of field . 

Collection of litter. 

Design of sampling. This ICMS is operated by COLPOS. 

Measurement of dead wood. 

are: it is located in an area of pine-
oak forest exploitation, it has a tower 
of flow as well as information derived 
from remote sensing and field plots. 
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The field information is focused in the 
data collection for the 
characterization of carbon flows and 
stocks, under a scheme of sampling 
units and procedures similar to those 
laid down by the national forest 
inventory and soil, which in turn will 
allow proposing recommendations to 
the field procedures of the inventory. 
Carbon stocks and flow that are 
characterized with the field work are: 
aboveground biomass, fallen woody 
material, soil, mulch, root biomass, 
production of litterfall and 
decomposition of leaf material and 
branches. 
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